
Fall art North shore art league 
prepares for art show, Page 25

Wilmette native celebrates decade of making documentaries, Page 23

Arielle Nobile, a 
Wilmette native 
and New Trier 
graduate, makes 
documentary 
films centered 
on families with 
her company, 
Legacy 
Connections 
Films. PHOTO 
SUbMITTED

the wilMette BeaCon  |  august 6, 2015  |  wilmettebeacon.com

ConSiStent CoMFort Comfort food, 
atmosphere is key at The Grille on laurel, Page 27



wilmettebeacon.com       THE wILMETTE bEACON  |  August 6, 2015  |  23

Wilmette native connects with families through film 
eRic DeGRechie, editor

In 2005, Arielle Nobile 
started a documentary film 
company, Legacy Connec-
tions Films, as a way to tell 
the life stories of her grand-
mothers for the benefit of 
them, but also to her entire 
family. 

Ten years later, the Wil-
mette native and 1997 New 
Trier graduate has conducted 
more than 250 interviews, 
in both English and Span-
ish, for over 100 completed 
films across three continents. 
Though she feels confident 
behind the camera these 
days, that wasn’t always the 
case. 

“I always wanted to be an 
actor basically, so I didn’t 
know I was going to be do-
ing documentaries,” said 
Nobile, who is based in the 
greater Denver area. 

From an early age, Nobile 
had a passion for acting, per-
fecting her craft at the Piven 
Theatre Workshop in Evan-
ston. She started working 
with the company at the age 
of 9. 

The Piven Theatre Work-
shop was started by Joyce 
and Byrne Piven, parents 
of actor Jeremy Piven, and 
includes John Cusak, Joan 
Cusak, Aidan Quinn and Lili 
Taylor among its famous 
alumni. 

“In a sense, it was kind of 
like a family for me. Byrne 
Piven was definitely ex-
tremely influential on me 
and when he passed away 
[in 2002], I was devastated,” 
Nobile said. “It really was a 
supportive, wonderful envi-
ronment where I got to meet 
kids from all over. I still 
have lifelong friends that I 
made there.”

Following graduation 
from New York University’s 
Tisch School of the Arts in 
2001, she moved back to the 
Chicago area, but the stay 

was short-lived. 
“When Sept. 11 happened, 

I moved back to New York 
and I kind of obsessed with 
filming things at that point,” 
Nobile said. “I filmed my 
entire life for two years 
based on my reaction to 
Sept. 11. That’s a film that’s 
never been finished. It’s 10 
plus years in the making, so 
maybe one day I’ll find the 
right editor.”

Nobile traveled all over 
the world to get people’s re-
actions to the 9/11 attacks. 
While in Argentina, she 
learned about that country’s 
Dirty War. Soon, she was 
interviewing “The Mothers 
of the Disappeared,” made 
famous in a U2 song of the 
same name, whose children 
“disappeared” during the 
war of the military dicta-
torship between 1976 and 
1983. The events in New 
York, along with what hap-
pened in Argentina, would 
prove to be the first catalysts 
for her eventual decision to 
start Legacy Connections 
Films.

Before that though, Nob-
ile returned to the North 
Shore and worked as a fac-
ulty member at Piven, did 
some substitute teaching at 
New Trier and also taught 
improv classes at the famed 
The Second City. 

“I saw that Second City 
was offering a directing pro-
gram and it was the first time 
they were doing that. Liter-
ally, in the middle of the 
night, I filled out an applica-
tion and got in,” Nobile said. 
“There were only six people 
in the program. It was for a 
year and was all-access to 
everything there like the best 
directors and all of the files 
in the archives.”

After getting married, 
Nobile realized that she 
didn’t know as much about 
her family as she had thought 

and wanted to find out more. 
She decided to spend some 
time with her grandmoth-
ers and make a business out 
of it. Legacy Connections 
Films was born.

“I already had the ex-
perience of interviewing 
the ‘Mothers of the Disap-
peared.’ When you’re asking 
people about their children’s 
deaths, that’s like the hard-
est thing you can bring up,” 
Nobile said. “I was also do-
ing it in Spanish, so I was 
thinking I should interview 
my grandmothers. I knew I 
could handle that.”

Nobile taught herself how 
to edit and use all of the film 
equipment. She had picked 
up tips over the years from 
various film crews she had 
worked with, including 
those she met while star-
ring in an independent film, 
where she had asked many 
questions. An editing intern-
ship in Chicago also helped 
as she “pasted together” her 
education.

Nobile said the experience 

of interviewing her grand-
mothers — one in Arizona 
and one in Florida — brought 
her closer to them and also 
taught her a lot about how to 
make documentaries. 

“Editing a film is a real la-
bor of love. It’s so intense,” 
Nobile said. “Now, I have an 
amazing editor that works 
with me, but for the first five 
years I did all of the editing. 
I thought that if I can sit in a 
room for 10 hours a day and 
do this, and still be happy, I 
found something I love.”

Nobile said the combina-
tion of having great clients 
and a little luck have helped 
ensure that Legacy Connec-
tions Films has continued to 
grow over the past decade. 

Most of Nobile’s clients 
are successful members of 
multi-generational family 
owned companies and ven-
tures. Legacy Connections 
Films goals are: to affirm 
the clients shared purpose as 
a family and a family busi-
ness, reconnect disengaged 
families, collaborate on a 

shared cross-generational 
family project, affirm and 
express client’s values and 
vision for their family and 
business, listen and be heard 
and to celebrate the client’s 
shared heritage.

“It’s such an intimate pro-
cess. They’re revealing who 
they are and I’m revealing 
who I am in some ways,” said 
Nobile, who though based in 

Colorado, still works in Chi-
cagoland frequently. “I don’t 
do a cookie-cutter thing. I 
don’t churn things out in six 
weeks. At this point, I work 
with between 1-3 clients per 
year.”

To learn more about Leg-
acy Connections Films, visit 
www.legacyconnections-
films.com or call (866) 625-
5403. 
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Arielle Nobile (right) works on a documentary film for her company, Legacy Connections Films. PHOTOS SUbMITTED

Nobile spent time teaching improv classes at The Second 
City.


